	Who Rode Worldwide in 2009?
Australia, Bolivia, Brunei Darussalam, Brazil, Canada, China, Columbia, Cyprus, Greece, Italia, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, the Philippines, Saint Kitts & Nevis, Singapore, Spain, United Arab Emirates and the United States
Some cities that participated in 2009
Albuquerque NM USA, 85 Riders 

Athens Greece, 50 Riders

Auckland New Zealand, 5 Riders

Bandar Seri Begawan

Brunei Darussalam, 120 Riders

Belo Horizonte MG Brazil, 150 Ciclistas

Bendigo VIC Australia, 150 Riders

Charlestown Saint Kitts & Nevis, 64 Riders

Columbus OH USA, 750 Riders
Dallas TX USA, 2,000 Riders

Detroit MI USA, 250 Riders

Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 1 Rider

Gatineau QC Canada, 60 Cyclistes

Hobart TAS Australia, 37 Riders

Kuala Lumpur Malaysia, 30 Riders

Miami FL USA, 250 Riders

Montreal QC Canada, 400 Cyclistes

Nashville TN USA, 100 Riders

Newcastle NSW Australia, 150 Riders

Niagara Falls ON Canada, 76 Riders

Pasadena CA USA, 82 Riders

Quebec, QC Canada, 75 Cyclistes

Santa Cruz SC Bolivia, 42 Ciclistas

Sherbrooke QC Canada, 300 Cyclistes

Singapore, 497 Riders

Toronto ON Canada, 30 Riders

Tucson AZ USA, 275 Riders

Valledupar Columbia, 70 Ciclistas

Wagga Wagga NSW Australia, 32 Riders

Washington DC USA, 25 Riders

Xalapa VER Mexico, 20 Ciclistas

Zamora ZA Spain, 45 Ciclistas
	[image: image4.jpg]E
Q}D 0,
N

SILENCE




Join cyclists worldwide on May 19th 2010 in the Northern Hemisphere.

Join cyclists worldwide on May 22nd 2010 in the Southern Hemisphere.

The Ride of Silence is a ride that honors cyclists who’ve been injured or killed by motorists, to help raise awareness of cyclist’s rights, and to let motorists and the public know they must SHARE the ROAD with us.
It’s a FREE ride. 
Rides in the northern hemisphere start promptly at 7:00 PM, please arrive by 6:30. 

Rides in the southern hemisphere start promptly at 10:00 AM, please arrive by 9:30.
Red & Black armbands may be provided.
** Helmets are Mandatory **

Headlights and Taillights are highly recommended, but not required.
	Why did we ride?

Comments from Organizers:
Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam: “Accidents involving cyclists in Brunei are quite rare but the quick succession of two recent incidences saddened and angered many local cyclists. In light of both incidences, we were compelled to do something on road safety awareness. RofS provides the platform for us to mourn those who have passed and raise safety awareness among the living, motorist and cyclists alike.”
Minneapolis MN USA: “Yesterday was a dark day. A good friend was struck down when riding his bike to work, a terrible loss to the cycling community. The day before I myself was almost struck down by a motorist. This made the ride have meaning. Then Dennis was killed. Now this ride became more personal.”

Belo Horizonte, Brazil: "Cento e cinquenta ciclistas silenciosos invadiram as ruas do centro de Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, em memória dos mortos e feridos em acidentes de trânsito enquanto pedalavam. Os manifestantes reivindicam uma cidade mais segura e amigável para o meio de transporte mais saudável e menos congestionante possível: a bicicleta."
Singapore: “"We rode in memory of the 25 cyclists who lost their lives on the roads of Singapore in 2008, and to the hundreds of others who were injured. We also rode to raise cycling safety awareness to both drivers and cyclists and to promote safe cycling to all.”

Hobart TAS Australia: “Hobart’s ride promoter is hoping that: the Ride can highlight the vulnerability of cyclists and pedestrians while also demonstrating the growing population of cyclists choosing a mode of transport that has far less risk of inflicting damage upon other road users”
Detroit MI USA: “We honored the memory of those injured and killed. We rode sensibly and responsibly in a major city, promoting cycling in a safe manner.”

Zamora Spain: “Se ha leido el poema y un manifiesto en el lugar del último accidente en la ciudad y al finalizar la rua, en la Plaza Mayor de la ciudad de Zamora se le ha entregado una flor a los familiares de los tres ultimos fallecidos en accidente.”
	Valledupar, Columbia: “Asistieron de cerca de 70 personas lo cual se considero un éxito, las personas asistieron con camiseta blanca y llevaron carteleras nombrando las personas fallecidas practicando ciclismo.”

Modesto CA USA: “We remembered Mike Ritchey, who was killed by a car on one of the country roads in our county. His wife and many friends put a ghost bike at the spot he was hit.”

Wagga Wagga, NSW Australia: “We assembled in town then rode out of town for a moments silence to remember a recently taken rider and those others that have been taken from us while out riding.”

** ENTER LOCAL RIDE INFO HERE **

SAMPLE

The Grand Rapids Ride of Silence starts at Riverside Park on Monroe Ave, from the Island Shelter entrance, the 2nd park entrance as you’re heading north. 

The Ride starts promptly at 7:00 PM, please arrive by 6:30. Helmets are Mandatory. Headlights and Taillights are recommended, but not required. 

We hope hand out free Ride of Silence / Share the Road T-shirts, as has been done the past 2 years.

Black & Red armbands and Funeral Flag Sticks will be provided, we ask that these be returned after the Ride.

For information on the Ride of Silence, contact Mark Hagar at:

Mark.Hagar@rideofsilence.org or

Chris Phelan at:

Chris.Phelan@rideofsilence.org 

 To find other locations or to learn how to organize a ride in your community go to:

http://www.rideofsilence.org 
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Some unique things to each Ride;

Gatineau QC Canada: “As a bonus this year, our ride departure was accompanied by a beautiful trumpet solo, [by] a student of the Gatineau Conservatory of Music. I swear to you, the atmosphere was great!”  “En prime cette année, notre départ fut accompagné de pièces de trompette de l’étudiant du Conservatoire de musique de Gatineau, Je vous le jure, l’atmosphère était là.”
In MI USA: Grand Rapids handed out 180 free RofS-Share the Road t-shirts. Holland handed out 25 free RofS-Share the Road t-shirts. Spring Lake handed out 40 free RofS-Share the Road t-shirts. Traverse City handed out 50 free RofS-Share the Road t-shirts.

Edmonton AL Canada: “The City of Edmonton created a Proclamation for the ride. We cycled approximately 23 kms and did a tour past the three sites of the ghost bikes from 2008.”

Toronto ON  Canada: “At the Peace Garden, Martin read out the names of the people who have been killed on bikes in Toronto over the last decade.”

Dallas TX USA: “The bagpiper played Amazing Grace as we head out of the parking lot for a ride around the lake with police escort.”
	Italia: “Team Columbia-Highroad men’s and women’s teams wore dark blue armbands at the Giro d’Italia and Tour de l’Aude on May 20th to commemorate the RofS. Columbia-Highroad riders will wear the arm-bands to help raise global awareness of road safety.”
Montgomery AL USA: “A rep. from the mayor's office spoke to the riders and then joined us for the ride.”
Did we make a difference?

Montreal QC Canada: “At this year’s press conference, prior to the ride, the speeches by the 2 honorary presidents were recorded in several local newspapers. We also had 4 interviews that were broadcasted on television.”
Charlestown, Saint Kitts and Nevis: “Interested onlookers were handed prepared flyers to let them know the purpose of the ride, as were any of the motorists who expressed an interest, enabling the riders to maintain their silence throughout.”

Goshen IN USA: “WSBT TV showed up and did a nice piece about the ride which can be viewed at their web site or on youtube.”
Newcastle, NSW Australia: “This was the first Ride of Silence in Newcastle, Australia. We had TV, radio and newspaper coverage to help spread our important message, that the road is there to share.”

Racine WI USA: “The local paper, the Racine Journal Times, gave us great coverage with an article the week previous to the ride and a front page article and picture the day after the ride. We received many great comments from ride participants and also from local citizens afterwards.”

Niagra Falls ON Canada: “Cogeco TV came out for an interview and we had coverage from SNAP Niagara and Niagara This Week.”

Sioux City IA USA: “The Sioux City Journal, KCAU TV and KMEG TV were at the start for an interview.”

Gatineau QC Canada; “3 stations de radio privées, la station de Radio publique Radio-Canada et un article dans un hebdomadaire de la région. Les journalistes / animateurs m'ont presque tous parlé du respect du Code de la route des cyclistes, contrepartie de notre manifestation, un sujet délicat.”
	Bandar Seri Begawan Brunei D.: “We were honoured by the participation of Pehin Yahya, Minister of Industry and Primary Resources. My best description on the significance of Pehin's participation is he was the "Amplifier" for Brunei Ride of Silence. If not for his presence, Ride of Silence would not have received national TV coverage and front page headline in National Newspapers.”

Tuscon AZ USA: “The local news reporters from CBS, NBC and Fox News documented the event”
Additional comments:

Athens, Greece: “This was the very first time that members of the Greek cycling community participated in the Ride of Silence.  It was a scenic ride next to the sea with about 50 participants.”
Peoria IL USA: “Riders stopped and explained our purpose to pedestrians who were awestruck by the size of our group. We definitely made a loud and clear statement for being so silent.”

Santa Cruz Bolivia: “This was a great event and more exciting and also significant because we do not have yet a cycling culture in Bolivia. Sigan pedaleando... sigamos unidos a través de la distancia en esta gran Marcha del Silencio. Hasta el 2010!!!”

Birmingham AL USA: “This year we tried to make the event a bit more festive by having a free BBQ cookout after the ride to celebrate cycling.”
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Bendigo VIC Australia: From a rider; “During the ride I was thinking injuries and also death sometimes due to ignorance and stupidity. I also thought about how much things have improved over the last twelve months alone.”

Harrisonburg VA USA: “Sadly the family of Jessica Bungard, who was killed while cycling near her home in Fredericksburg on June 22, 2009, was added to our remembrance.”
	Washington DC USA: “It was eerie riding along without talking. Cycling is such a social activity, so, to be with so many other cyclists and to not be talking was powerful.”

Xalapa, VER Mexico: “Unfortunately we had fewer riders this year because Mexico was in the midst of the "Swine Flu" outbreak. However, the spirit of the ride was the same as we commemorated the fallen in our struggle to be able to ride safely throughout the world. ¡Que viva la bicicleta!”
Boulder CO USA: “The Golden ride is held each year in memory of Matthew Holmbeck, killed by a drunk driver in Minnesota in 1988.”
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RIDE OF SILENCE POEM

Today we number many but ride as one

In honor of those not with us,

friends, mothers, fathers, sisters, sons

With helmets on tight and heads down low,

We ride in silence, cautious and slow

The wheels start spinning in the lead pack

But today we ride and no one attacks

The dark sunglasses cover our tears

Remembering those we held so dear

Today’s ride is to make others aware

The road is there for all to share

To those not with us or by our side,

May God be your partner on your final ride

- Mike Murgas

http://ww.rideofsilence.org











